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Thank You, MAC
By Nicholas Beyelia, 2012 recipient of the Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship for Minority Students and the  
Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC Meeting Attendees
I am greatly indebted to the 
Midwest Archives Confer-
ence for awarding me both the 
Emeritus Scholarship for First-
Time MAC Meeting Attendees 
and the Archie Motley Memo-
rial Scholarship for Minority 
Students. As I prepared for my 
trip to Grand Rapids for the 
Annual Meeting, I had three 
learning objectives in mind, which included meeting 
peers from other archival education programs, learning 
from leaders in the archival profession, and contributing 
my work and experiences to the archival discourse. This 
was quite an ambitious endeavor, but, with the help of the 
MAC membership, I managed to accomplish all three!
I knew I was among friends as soon as I met Beth Myers 
from Loyola University Chicago, chair of the session in 
which I presented my student research paper. Though it 
was not my first conference presentation, her welcoming 
spirit proved invaluable as Leslie VanVeen, a Wayne State 
University M.L.I.S. student, and I stood up in front of a 
room full of professionals, daring to claim that we knew 
what we were talking about and with the evidence to prove 
it. I commend Leslie’s research, and I find it remarkable 
how closely our work connected thematically and our 
interests aligned personally. I enjoyed hearing how our 
experiences in the Wayne State and Michigan programs 
compared and contrasted.
The Pals Program, which I recommend to every first-time 
attendee, proved to be immensely useful in acclimating 
me to the Annual Meeting. I had the pleasure of being 
matched with Carrie Daniels of the University of Lou-
isville. The chance to speak with her extensively during 
the opening reception instilled a certain confidence for 
navigating not only the remainder of the conference but 
also the beginning of my archival career. Listening to her 
journey traversing the profession was both refreshing and 
encouraging.
As referenced earlier, I had the benefit of presenting a 
student paper, “Occupying the Ivory Tower.” When I 
first began the assignment in September 2011, I told my 
professor, David Wallace, that I intended to present my 
work in a forum of some sort, but I had no clue then that 
this audience would include such an esteemed group of 
seasoned MAC professionals and innovative practitioners. 
The questions and feedback I received were extremely 
helpful, especially those from Greg Kinney of the Bentley 
Historical Library, Alexis Braun Marks from Eastern 
Michigan University Archives, and Tamar Chute of The 
Ohio State University. Michiganders are taught to view 
with suspicion anyone from the state of Ohio, but I must 
say that my conversation with Tamar after the session’s 
conclusion was one of the most enriching I had all week-
end. For that, I am thankful.
Finally, attending the MAC Members’ Meeting was the 
capstone of my weekend. MAC turned 40 years old, so it 
was a time for celebration and reflection, an occasion not 
lost upon many of MAC’s founding pioneers. Unfortu-
nately, one such pioneer, Archie Motley, is no longer with 
us. I am deeply humbled to have received a scholarship 
in his name, and to see his peers’ outpouring of emotion. 
What’s more, seeing MAC’s commitment to diversifying 
the profession signifies—to me, anyway—that though 
Archie is gone, his legacy marches onward through the 
many lives he touched. I am but one benefactor of this 
legacy, and I look forward to furthering the goals of the 
Motley Scholarship and that of the archival profession. I 
thank all MAC members for their generous support!
